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Editorial Notes. 279 

"p PDl<n means credidit with the dative. ppKIl may also be followed by 5 with 
the person or thing upon which one holds fast in faith or trust. D^fi'^KS TOKIl 
means ftdem habuit Deo, he had faith in God: Both constructions are followed by 
God as the object. These constructions are found thirty-six times. No other 
preposition is used. "^ is used fourteen times, and the expression is always trans- 
lated by mareveiv with the dative. 3 is used twenty-two times, and this expression 
is also translated by T^tarevuv (simple or compounded) and the dative. The Greek con- 
struction is perfectly classical thus far. 3 PONH is translated seven times by marevuv 
(simple or compounded) h. This is non-classical and is apparently the original of 
the same construction in Mark i., 15. Utarevu is never followed by dg in the Sept.. 
unless in a variant; and from the examination given none have appeared. In some 
texts rif follows eAm^etv in 2 Kings, xviii., 24. The writer has failed to find any 
light in the Sept. as to the origin of the New Testament use of Triareveiv dc or etri. 
It may be added that Wahl's Clavis of the Apocrypha adds nothing new from 
that quarter. It is believed that these facts are of value to the student of the 
New Testament, and should be noted in connection with the discussion of c/lirifea-, 
vei-duv and Tziareveiv in Cremer's Biblico-Theological Lexicon of the New Testament. 



»EDITO^I?IL-M^OTES.-<- 



Criticism and the Canon. — Has Biblical Science the right to re-examine the 
historic foundations of Christianity and re-test the Canon of Scripture ? "Without 
a doubt. But in this process of re-examining and re-testing, has it also the right 
to reject entirely the traditional testimony of the Church to the Sacred Books? To 
this question the arrogant spirit of the extreme modern Criticism gives an 
afiflrmative answer. Happily there are those who deny this right. Van Ooster- 
zee says, "As concerns the Canon of the Old Testament Scriptures, the 
Christian Church received from the Jews, yet not without critical investiga- 
tion. Melito of Sardis and Origen made accurate investigations amongst 
the Palestinian Jews as to what writings belonged to the Canon, although, 
along with these, a certain value was attached to the Apocrypha of the Old Testa- 
ment. To the question (then raised) whether it was wise, generally speaking, to 
rely on the Jewish Tradition, an affirmative answer seemed justified, for this Tradition 
itself was the fruit of a critical examination made at the time of the close of the 
Old Testament Canon, and assuredly not without earnestness and conscientious- 
ness. As to particular details, the accuracy of this critical judgment of antiquity 
is, perhaps, not to be defended against every possible objection. But well may it, 
with grateful appreciation of the help of a thorough Isagogics, regard the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, as a whole, as authentic sources of our knowledge of 
Divine Bevelaiion given by Moses and Prophets. The position which Christian 
Theologians, in the spirit of the Reformation have, therefore, to occupy in relation 
to the tradition which gave to the Church its Canon, is already defined, in princi- 
ple, by what has been said. It is not that of blind dogmatism which, at once, 



280 The Hebrew Student. 

begins to submit, unreservedly, to the autliority of tradition; and just as little is 
it that lofty criticism which attaches to the utterances of tradition no essential im- 
portance, but that of a truly independent, impartial, and patiently conducted, 
investigation." To the same purpose are the profound observations of Martensen: 
"As Holy Scripture is the Canon for the Church only, it is manifest that a neces- 
sary reciprocity must continually subsist between it and ecclesiastical tradition. 
By the transmission of the Church, Scripture has been handed down to us, and the 
Church it was that collected the Books of the Canon, as they are in living use, at 
the present day. We caimot, indeed, look upon our traditional Canon as a work 
of inspiration, yet we cannot but recognize the fact that the ancient Church had a 
special call to this work, and that this collection of books, — which has obtained 
unanimous recognition in the most contrasted quarters in the Church, and thus 
has received ecumenical ratification, has been determined under the guidance of 
the Spirit who was to lead the Church, according to her Lord's promise, into all 
truth. To deny that the early Church performed this task, is to deny that the 
Scriptures, given by God, have the power to claim for themselves admission and 
recognition in the Church." 

What is worthy of note is, that, notwithstanding doubts expressed here and 
there, by a few individuals, the uniform result of all critical sifting of the Canon 
leaves it practically untouched. It was the result of the Jewish search, the re- 
sult of the early Christian search, by men who knew the use of language, the result 
of the Eeformation search, the " Quinqite libri Mosis " being a part of the Word of 
God, and the result of the Westminster search, as is shown by the writings of 
their divines. Whatever liberty is accorded to the later criticism, it does not yet 
appear that this foundation of the past, laid by such giant intellects, ceaseless toil, 
and careful investigation can be essentially affected. While asserting, therefore, 
the right of Biblical Science to a free, untrammeled and reverential criticism of the 
historic grounds of the Canon, we may approve the remarks cited above. There 
is an inseparable relation between the Canon and a true tradition. It will not do 
in determining the Canonicity of a given book to employ a single rule, viz., the 
Testimony of the Spirit and subjective application of saving truth, nor to rest 
solely upon tradition. Does the book claim for itself authority? Is the claim well 
supported by the composition itself? Has the book generally been so regarded? 
Has it the sanction of Christ or of one of the New Testament writers? All these 
questions must be answered. Criticism which has to do chiefly with the second, 
has no right to announce as infallible, a decision which has been reached without 
an impartial consideration of all sides of the question. 



The order, Prophets, Law, Psalms; Instead of Law, Psalms, Prophets.— There 

are those who would have us believe that the traditional arrangement of the liter- 
ature and history of the Old Testament must be entirely changed; not modified 
merely, but wholly reconstnicted. Supposing the Pentateuch to bave been written 
by Moses, they are perplexed to find his legislation "followed by a period of about 
five centuries of comparative barbarism, during which a highly organized nation 
has fallen into a loose federation of clans, an elaborate ritual with a jealously ex- 
clusive oiiicial clergy has been superseded by a crude and uncouth cultus presided 



